
Long Furlong Primary School 

Our values as a Community School – a position paper on our relationship with 
religion and other world views. 

We recognise that religious faith, in its many forms, plays a central part in the lives of many.  
We also recognise that many people hold equally strong philosophical beliefs based on a 
secular view of the world.  Many other people situate themselves somewhere in the 
continuum between religious and secular positions.   

As a community school with no religious affiliation, we are committed to diversity. We 
believe that diversity makes our society strong and is to be celebrated rather than merely 
tolerated.  This position paper aims to reconcile our legal obligations with our 
responsibilities to all as a community school; it aims to ensure that we value and support all 
our pupils and families, regardless of whether their religious or philosophical views mirror 
our own. 

Under the School Standards Framework Act of 1998, we have a statutory requirement to 
provide a daily act of worship of a wholly or mainly Christian nature. We are also obliged to 
provide Religious Education as part of our curriculum. In our case, the content of the 
syllabus is specified by the Oxfordshire SACRE (Standing Advisory Committee on Religious 
Education). We adhere to both of these requirements. 

Beyond satisfying the statutory requirements, we respect the rights of our families, and 
acknowledge that the spiritual development of our children is primarily the responsibility of 
the parents. In the absence of the children having developed the maturity to make their own 
philosophical or religious choices, we recognise that the choice of religious or philosophical 
belief is exclusively the prerogative of the parents. We therefore limit our role to supporting 
the parents in their children’s spiritual and philosophical development, and commit to never 
undermining the parents in this matter.   

Whilst we recognise that the United Kingdom has an ‘established’ religion, this country has 
become a multicultural society, and we as a school respect the religious and philosophical 
beliefs of those in our community equally. We treat all with respect and dignity, and do not 
favour one belief system over any other. In discharging our statutory obligations, we do not 
seek to promote any one belief system, nor to convert children to beliefs which are not 
shared by their parents. 

In practical terms, this means: 

- We don’t promote a religious view or affiliate ourselves with any organisation that 
does 

- We don’t encourage children to be more or less religious than they would otherwise 
be 

- We don’t make assumptions about what beliefs our children may have – i.e. we don’t 
assume that, by default, they adhere to a ‘majority’ religious belief 

- We treat everybody with equal respect, regardless of our personal convictions 
- We expect the same behaviour from our pupils and from everybody who enters our 

school premises 


